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Transport MEC Xolile Nqatha
used the 2024 commemoration
of the Ingquza Hill massacre in
rural Flagstaff on Thursday to
criticise what he described as a

“client vs service provider” re -
lationship between the govern-
ment and its people.

He said what the country
needed was an “active citizen-
ship” that actively participated in
its own governance by the state.

Nqatha, who was filling in for
premier Oscar Mabuyane, also
thanked the people of the East-
ern Cape for helping the ANC to
retain power in the province
during the recent national and
provincial elections.
“You came to vote in numbers

and gave us 62%. It [elections]
was a success.
“While people in other

provinces are busy talking about
coalitions, we are not discussing
that in the Eastern Cape and it is
all thanks to you.”

However, he said it was wor-
rying that out of 27 million cit-
izens, about 16 million did not
cast their votes.
“This means every person

should be taught that it is their
right to ... cast your vote.
“It is not a favour, everyone has

a responsibility to defend the
gains of democracy by going to
vo t e.
“But what is worrying is the

relationship between govern-
ment and its people.
“It is like people are their

clients, you vote for us and we
will service you.
“You are not doing govern-

ment a favour. You have a re-
sponsibility to protect that
progress done by the state, hence
you need to go and vote.”

He said instead of actively par-
ticipating in democracy, people
now complained about what the
government had not done for
them as individuals, despite the
many gains brought about by the

st at e.
He urged people to work

with the government, arguing
that those in power could learn
a lot from the communities.
“When we remember these

heroes [Ingquza Hill massacre
victims], do not keep quiet
while things are getting worse,”
he said.
“Women and children are be-

ing abused. Nowadays, parents
defend their children when
they are accused of committing
a crime instead of taking re-

s p o n s i b i l i t y.
“Let us work together. We are

committed as government.
Don’t stand on the sidelines, we
need to hear your footsteps.”

Nqatha said people needed to
work with the government to
bring service delivery to build
the country instead of just
standing on the sidelines and
waiting to be served by the state.
He said this included working
together with the police to fight
crime in their communities,
homes and schools.

“We are put in these positions
by you.
“Put pressure on us so that we

do not forget that you are the
ones that put us in those po-
sitions.
“Continue to come forward

with your complaints and we
will work to sort them out. We
can learn a lot from you.”

The Mpondo revolt, which
came to be known as the Ingquza
Hill massacre, took place be-
tween 1950 and 1962.

In 2019, the SA National Her-

itage Council revealed it was in
the process of applying to have
the Mpondo landscape, which
had a rich history of colonial
resistance and revolt, recognised
as a world heritage site.

It took place in many different
sites including Mbizana, Lusik-
isiki and Flagstaff.

At least 11 men were shot
dead by the apartheid regime
and more than 58 were injured.
A further 13 were later arrested
and hanged in Pretoria.

In 2021, the provincial gov-

ernment revealed that millions
of rand had been spent on build-
ing a state-of-the-art memorial
site to honour those who had
died during the revolt.

But the families of those who
perished accused the govern-
ment of failing to honour many
promises to better their lives.

Some said they were trapped
in abject poverty despite their
relatives giving up their lives
during the revolt and subse-
quently being feted as heroes by
the entire country.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the commemoration event on
Thursday, some families said
they had been battling for years
to have the remains of their
loved ones returned home for
proper burials.

They said they were now
struggling to find closure and
the commemoration presented
a bittersweet moment for
them.

Among those was elderly
Makhonjwayo Javu, from Lam-
basi village in Lusikisiki, who
was only 16 when her father,
Zibonele Khonjwayo, died in
prison in 1965.

She said the family could not
re-bury his remains at his an-
cestral home.

She said she was too emo-
tional at the commemoration
event on Thursday.
“We were told he died due to

atrocious conditions that they
were subjected to in jail.
“He had served the first two

years in East London before
they were transferred to Bloem-
fontein where he died in his first
ye a r .
“My father is still in Bloem-

fontein because they could not
find his grave.”

‘People must not just stand on
sidelines waiting for service delivery’
MEC Nqatha calls for
active citizen
participation at Ingquza
Hill massacre
commemoration event

DISTRAUGHT: Elderly Lusikisiki villager Makhonjwayo Javu,who was only 16 when her father was killed by the apartheid regime after being

captured following the Mpondo Revolt in the 1960s, says the family is battling to find closure as his grave could not be found. His father died in

1965. Picture: SUPPLIED
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ActionSA has cut the cord, formally
exiting the multiparty charter.

This follows the outcomes of a two-
day senate meeting where the party
resolved to divorce itself from the
opposition pre-election pact group-
ing. The senate is the party’s highest

decision-making body.
The party called the structure to

reflect on its electoral performance. It
also sought to deliberate on its re-
lationship with other political parties
on the back of its former pact partner,
the DA, flirting with the idea of en-
tering a grand coalition with the
ANC.

ActionSA national chairMichael
Beaumont said this move emanated
from the breaching of the initial pact
contract, which ruled out any pos-
sibility of the pact partners working
with the ANC.
“The multiparty agreement has

been seriously breached by political
parties that have contravened the dec-
laration in terms of section 7 of the
multiparty agreement. This is by those
parties who publicly signed and cam-
paigned under an agreement which
expressly ruled out working relation-
ships with the ANC,” he said.

Despite the about-turn from other
parties, ActionSA remains steadfast
about not entertaining any proposals
to collaborate with the former ruling
party, he said.
“ActionSA remains steadfast in its

public commitment to being an al-
ternative to the ANC and redoubles
this commitment in an environment
where the opposition space has aban-
doned the mission by planning to
coalesce with the ANC.”

Beaumont said their commitment
to the charter was for the benefit of the
South African electorate and not to
parties within the charter.

However, despite their resolve to
divorce themselves from the charter,
where it governs with the DA and
other pact partners it won’t be pulling
out of those coalitions.

“We are not going to punish the
residents of Tshwane because of what
other political parties have done.
When we enter arrangements, we en-
ter them for the people and not for
other political parties. If the DA is
going to do a deal with the ANC, and
the deal will extend across all tiers of
government, then we invite the DA to
replace us with the ANC because we
will not in good conscience be in-
volved in any coalition that involves
the ANC.”

The party’s duty is to honour its
commitment to be an alternative to
the ANC, Beaumont said. “This is after
ActionSA early last year conducted an
online public participation process
with our members, structures and
ordinary South Africans that urged us
to participate in the Multi-party Char-
ter and emphatically resolved that we
reaffirm our commitment to being an
alternative to the ANC.

“As such we will remain in the City of
Tshwane government in its current
configuration but are prepared to va-
cate that government and be a con-
structive opposition should the pol-
itics of the day return the ANC to the
capital.”

On Tuesday the party revealed that
its president Herman Mashaba and
Beaumont will not be taking up two of
six parliamentary seats afforded to
them by their more than 630,000 votes
at the polls. Instead they will be field-
ing other senior leaders in a bid to
regroup and focus their energies on
the local government elections in
2026.
“ActionSA has assessed a potential

parliament in which the opposition
forms a coalition with the ANC and
determined that ActionSA is going to
have to be the unofficial opposition in
parliament,” it said.
“We will operate as a constructive

opposition in the National Assembly
and the three legislatures where we
are represented. If sound and ethical
proposals are placed before our rep-
resentatives, that serve the South
African people, we will support those
proposals unreservedly.
“Similarly, when accountability is

required, we will be the hardest when
it comes to holding a government to
account when the opposition is con-
flicted.”— Ti m e s L I V E

ActionSA exits Multi-party Charter, but will stay put in Tshwane
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