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EAST LONDON IDZ

WHERE IT ALL STARTED

1997 – 2001

• Initial investigation on formation of an IDZ for East London

• Formation of the East London Development Zone Corporate 
– a section 21 entity

• Application to DTI for a designation of an IDZ for East
London

• Application to DTI for an IDZ operator’s license



is an entity which exists to help manufacturers to 

become globally competitive through the 

development and efficient management of a 

modern, purpose built industrial location, which 

offers investing industries a streamlined business 

environment enhanced by a range of 

supporting services. 



The East London Industrial Development 

Zone is an initiative under the South African 

Government’s Special Economic Zones (SEZ) 

Programme. 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs), are geographically 

designated areas of a country set aside for specifically 

targeted economic activities, supported through special 

arrangements (that may include laws) and systems. 

Companies that locate in the SEZ have access to the 

following incentives:

• VAT and customs relief, if located within a Customs-

Controlled Area (CCA); 

• Employment tax incentive; 

• Reduced corporate income tax rate 



EAST LONDON IDZ

ACCESS TO MARKET

Air Transportation
• East London airport 

handles daily passenger 
and cargo flights to all 
major South African cities 

• Currently 8 – 10 ton per 
day cargo excess capacity 
using 737 Cargo Freighter

Sea Transportation
• 9km from Port.
• Only river port in South 

Africa.

Rail Connectivity
• East London linked to 

South African inter city 
rail network.

• Specialized wagons 
available for conveyance 
of high risk, high value 
freight.

Road Connectivity
• 2km from National 

Highway
• A 30 ton SAA truck to 

Johannesburg runs from 
Monday to Friday.



The ELIDZ is a 

State-Owned

Entity - owned by 

Provincial Government
and the Buffalo City 

Metropolitan Municipality

Buffalo City 

Metropolitan 

Municipality

[BCMM]

26%

74%

Eastern Cape 

Department of 

Economic

Development, 

Environmental 

Affairs & Tourism 
[DEDEAT]

EAST LONDON IDZ

OWNERSHIP



To contribute toward

the industrial diversification, 

economic growth and 

transformation of the 

provincial & national 

economies. 

EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR MANDATEOUR MANDATE



ENGINEERED EFFICIENCY

EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR VALUE OFFERING

1

SPECIALISED 

MANUFACTURING 

PLATFORM

2

POSITION & 

LOCATION

3

RELIABLE UTILITIES, 

ESTATE & VALUE 

ADDED SERVICES

4

SKILLED 

PRODUCTIVE 

WORKFORCE

6

SOFT LANDING & 

AIDED INVESTOR 

SETTLEMENT

5

FINANCIAL 

INCENTIVES & 

REDUCED COST OF 

OPERATIONS

ENGINEERED EFFICIENCY



EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR TENANTS IN THE ZONE



OUR MILESTONES
& IMPACT



EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR MILESTONES

1997 – 2001

• Initial investigation on formation of an IDZ for East London

• Formation of the East London Development Zone Corporate 
– a section 21 entity

• Application to DTI for a designation of an IDZ for East
London

• Application to DTI for an IDZ operator’s license



EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR MILESTONES

2002 – 2005

• DTI designates an IDZ for East London

• Granting of provisional license

• Acquisition of land (Green fields)

• Resettlement of Leaches Bay Informal Settlement



EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR MILESTONES

2005 – 2009

• Intensified Investment Promotion

• Development of first industrial cluster

• Settlement of first investors

• Conceptualisation of other sector value propositions



EAST LONDON IDZ

OUR MILESTONES

2009 – 2015

• Promotion and Development of new industrial clusters

• Settlement of new investment 

• Management of zone (infrastructure and services)



EAST LONDON IDZ

10 Oct 2019

2016 - 2019
15 new automotive projects
Jobs: +/-1500 new jobs in the zone
Private  Invest: +/-R2,5bn (P &E)
Additional 120 000sqm under roof



EAST LONDON IDZ

The  FUTURE ???



THANK YOU!!!
Contact Information: Tel: +27 43 702 8200

www.elidz.co.za


