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1. DUNCAN VILLAGE MASSACRE MEMORIAL SITE
INTRODUCTION

This memorial was unveiled by the South African president his Excellency Mr. Thabo
Mbeki on the 28 March 2008.

DISCRIPTION

This monument honours those who were killed or injured, fighting for a free and just
South Africa. In the 1980s the people of Duncan Village took up the call of president of
ANC, O.R.Tambo that the masses of South Africa had a duty to make the structures and
the system of the apartheid government unworkable.

On 11" August 1985, the people were returning from Rayi Village near King Williams
Town, where they had been attending the funeral of a prominent Human Rights Lawyer
Ms. Nonyamazelo Victoria Mxenge, who had been assassinated by apartheid agents at
her home in Mlazi, Durban.

Angry mourners rose up in protest and set alight symbol of the apartheid regime the
Duncan Village Rent Office, other government buildings and the homes of Local
Councilors who were seen as collaborators of the Apartheid system. The township
became the scene of the running battles between young people and police. The worst
violence occurred on the 14™ of August 1985 when young people of Duncan Village
were attempting to destroy a bridge in order to prevent the police from entering the
township. During the above events, at least 31 people were killed and many more were
injured.

LOCATION

Duncan Village Jabavu Street in front of Kusile High School.
ACCESS

Open

2. SUNDAY TIMES HERITAGE PROJECT

2.1 The coelacanth-Dr Marjorie Courtney-Latimer (February 24 1907 — May 17
2004)

.On December 22 1938, Marjorie Courtney-Latimer, the young curator of the East
London Museum, spotted an unusual fish in the catch on the deck of the trawler Nerine,
docked here. She took the 1.5m, 57.5kg fish home and had it stuffed to preserve it until it
could be identified by Rhodes University chemistry lecturer and keen ichthyologist JLB
Smith. He believed it to be a coelacanth, a fish thought to have been extinct for 70



million years, but he needed one with its viscera intact to be certain. Smith made it his
life’s mission to find another one. 14 years later off the Comores coast, he found his fish
and wept.

To find out more about this story go to www.sundaytimes.co.za/heritage

LOCATION
East London museum

2.3 Happyboy Mgxaji and the story of East London boxing

INTRODUCTION

On September 2 1972, Nkosana ‘Happyboy’ Mgxaji, Mdantsane’s first great boxing
hero, beat Durban fighter Moses Mthembu in a non-title fight at this stadium — which
was only half-built at the time but was the only venue that could accommodate the
huge crowds Mgxaji attracted; black boxers could not use the bigger venues reserved
for whites. Mgxaji, who won the SA Junior Lightweight title in 1973, inspired
generations of champions, many of whom grew up fighting in front of huge crowds
at this 20 000-capacity stadium. Mdantsane and Duncan Village have produced at
least 14 world champions and 46 South African champions.

To find out more about this story go to www.sundaytimes.co.za/heritage

LOCATION

Next to Sisa Dukashe Stadium, Mdantsane

2.4 The battle for Eastern Beach — the story of beach apartheid
(December 8 1969-November 16 1989)

INTRODUCTION

At daybreak on January 1 1986, black people began arriving in their thousands at
‘whites-only’ Eastern Beach. Word had spread through the city’s townships that the
beach was to be reclaimed and 25 000 people eventually arrived. They swam,
picnicked, played, and occasionally toyi-toyied along the road. The police made no
arrests, though many whites fled the area. ‘We rejoiced that day,’ said ‘invader’
Mteteleli Pobana, who had not swum here since 1969. ‘We came back to a place that
was our own.” Peaceful ‘invasions’ spread to other cities, before apartheid laws
segregating beaches were scrapped in 1989.

To find out more about this story go to www.sundaytimes.co.za/heritage




LOCATION
Ablution block, Eastern Beach

2.5 NONTETHA NKWENKWE (About 1875 - May 20 1935)

INTRODUCTION

On December 6 1922, at the King William’s Town Magistrate’s Court, the prophetess
Nontetha Nkwenkwe was committed to Fort Beaufort Mental Hospital for ‘medical
observation’, as hundreds of her followers sang hymns outside. Nkwenkwe had began
having visions and preaching temperance after surviving the 1918 flu epidemic.
Authorities feared her growing popularity would threaten white rule and the
established churches. After she was moved to Weskoppies Hospital in Pretoria two
years later, 36 of her followers walked there on a 55-day ‘pilgrimage of grace’.
Nkwenkwe died at Weskoppies in 1935. In July 1998 her body was exhumed and
returned —via the pilgrim’s route - to her home. The Church of the Prophetess
Nontetha survives to this day.

To find out more about this story go to www.sundaytimes.co.za/heritage

LOCATION

In front of the Magistrates Court, King Williams Town.

2.6 Archbishop Desmond Tutu & the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC)
(April 151996 - July 31 1998)

INTRODUCTION

In this hall, on April 16 1996, Archbishop Desmond Tutu dropped his head in his
hands and wept. It was Day Two of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
hearings; former Robben Islander Singqokwana Ernest Malgas was describing his
torture by security police. The TRC would hear from 21 000 people across South
Africa, and Tutu, its chairman, would say of the process: ‘We have looked the beast
in the eye. Our past will no longer keep us hostage. We who are the rainbow people
of God will hold hands and say, Never again! Nooit weer! Ngeke futhi! Ga reno
tlola!’

To find out more about this story go to www.sundaytimes.co.za/heritage

LOCATION

City Hall, East London



3. Heroes Park Memorial Complex

Introduction

The Heroes Park Foundation was established in 2001 by Mr Dennis Matsane and Ms
Zolisa Sgabi incorporation it’s Vision and Mission statements as follows:

Vision
To preserve and celebrate the history of the Eastern Cape in order to inspire future
generations and to contribute to the South African nation — building a better life for

all.

Mission
To research and record the history of the Eastern Cape.
To engage in advocacy this creates awareness of our cultural heritage.

Description

The complex as of now comprises of Wall of Fame and Garden of Remembrance, and
a timber deck. The names of the people who contributed outstandingly to the society
are on this wall.

Location
It is situated on the Beach Front, alongside the German Memorial, just one street up
from the Esplanade.

4. BELLSTONE
INTRODUCTION

Bellstone is a unique stone which is located at Breidbach suburb of King William’s
Town. In actual fact, Breidbach initially was known as Bellstone.This stone produces
a metallic sound when struck by an object. The stone keeps a spiritual significance to
the community of Breidbach.Often the community will gather at the stone for special
services or prayer meetings. In the mid 1990s, the community of Breidbach gathered
at the bellstone site to pray for the rain during the period of drought. The very next
day the prayers were answered when it rained. Even then, the community went back
to the site for a thanks giving service.



5. DR W.B.RUBUSANA'’S GRAVE.
INRODUCTION

Dr Walter Benson Rubusana is a son of a senior advisor to the Xhosa chiefs, King
Sandile kaNgqika, represents the first wave of African intellectuals. Qualifying with
distinction at Lovedale as a teacher, he stayed on to study theology under the
guidance of Dr Stewart and Reverend Andrew Smith. In 1880 he went to work at
Peelton mission station, doubling as teacher and assistant pastor. He translated many
biblical texts into Xhosa authored a number of original texts, including the respected
Zemk’ inkomo Magwala ndini (Defend your Heritage), an anthology of traditional
epic poetry, didactic Christian essays and church history.

LOCATION: Braelyn, East London.
6 S.E.K MQHAYI ‘S GRAVE
Introduction

The Poet, Samuel Edward Krune Ngxeke-ngxeke Loliwe Mghayi was born on the 1*
December 1875 and died in 1945. In 1891, he attended school at Lovedale, where he
graduated as a teacher. He then became editor of [ZWI LABANTU newspaper and later
helped Reverend Rubusana as an assistant editor for IMVO ZABANTSUNDU.He was a
great book and poetry writer and a praise singer, the following are some of his work,
Ityala Lamawele, USamson, Ubomi buka J.k.Jolobe, Imihobe Nemibongo,uDon Jadu,
UAggrey UmAfrika, Umhlekazi uHintsa, UMghayi WaseNtabozuko, Inzuzo. He
contributed seven verses to Nkosi Sikelel’i Afrika He was one of the highly respected
man for studies he did. In 1925, he showcased his imbongi skills when he delivered the
address to the Prince of Wales in King William’s Town.

Location

The grave is situated in Ntab’ozuko in Berlin.

S.E.K.N.L. Mghayi’s grave is situated in Ntab’ozuko (“Mount Glory”) outside Berlin. A
bust of Mghayi will be installed in Berlin.

7. STEPHEN BANTUBONKE BIKO.
INTRODUCTION

He was born in 1946 in Ginsberg , King William’s Town and died on 12 September
1977.Some intellectuals regard him as a great leader, an activist, an orator, a great
thinker...all in one soul.

Bantu became a leader of the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) and was
instrumental in raising awareness of injustices and promoting sense of pride in them



among Blacks. His message to the youth and students was simple and clear: Black is
Beautiful! Be proud of your Blackness.

Bantu was arrested while he was busy going around the country consulting with a broad
spectrum of people gathered in different, pockets of resistance. Whilst in detention in
1977, he was killed by Apartheid policemen. His legacy contributed a lot towards
shaping political conditions in South Africa

é. STEVE BANTU BIKO’S GRAVE

Steve Biko died on the 12 September 1977 from Police torture and assault in detention.
The circumstance resulting in his death still begs a complete explanation. He was buried
on the 17" September 1977 in old cemetery in Ginsberg. His funeral service was attended
by 20 000 people. The cemetery and the park were named after him as, STEVE BIKO
GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE, and on 12" September 1997, it was officially
opened by former president, Mr Nelson Mandela.

9. STEVE BIKO’S HOUSE.

Steve’s house is at Tyamzashe Street in Ginsberg. In 1997, the house was declared a
National Monument.

10. STEVE BIKO’S STATUE

The statue is installed in front of the City Hall.

11. STEVE BIKO BRIDGE

The bridge that connects the East and Wesbank, over the Buffalo River in East London
has been named after him as, STEVE BIKO BRIDGE.

12. STEVE TSHWETE’S GRAVE:

Steve Tshwete was a well known activist during the struggle. He was a Head Boy of
Welsh High School, East London and imprisoned on Robben Island for same years.
When released, he went to exile, returning after the release of Mandela. He had a very
successful career in government and at his death was Minister of Safety and Security. He
died in 2002 and his grave is at Peelton Mission. The unveiling of his memorial stone
takes place later that year.

13. GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE.

GRIFFITHS AND VICTORIA MXENGE’S GRAVE:
Location: Rhayi Locotion, near Ginsberg.



14. THE TOUR OF THE DOVE:

A group of Veterans of the of the struggle have planned a tour of the sites relevant to the
struggle. They also interviews with the veterans themselves and visits to homes of people
in Mdantsane.

Contact; Mr Hilmi Daniels- 082 659832 e-mail hdanco@cybertrade.co.za; Mr Sydney
Sili 043-727 0381/072 1209311.

15. XHOSA CATTLE KILLING

Introduction

A young girl called Nonggawuse had seen a messenger from the realm of the ancestors at
a waterhole. She told her uncle Mhlakaza about her vision. As he was an important
Xhosa priest, his social rank granted a great impact to the prophecy he derived from his
niece's vision. He announced that soldiers, who were incarnations of the souls of dead
Xhosa warriors, would arrive on the 18th of February over the sea, come onto land
through the "Hole in the Wall" and defeat the hated British. But, he continued, the Xhosa
had to make a sacrifice to help the warriors by destroying all their cereals and killing all
their cattle. After the victory, there would be food in abundance for everybody. The
Xhosa followed the instructions in his prophecy and killed their whole stock of cattle.
The catastrophe took its course. Thousands of Xhosa starved and the British had an easy
time conquering the remaining people.

Location

The mass grave where the cattle killing victims are buried is situated at Edward Cemetery
in King Williams Town.
An interpretative plaque for the site has been installed.

16. NOMPENDULO HIGH SCHOOL MEMORIAL.

The memorial is situated in Zone 10, Zwelitsha. During 1980’s there was political
instability in South Africa, and Zwelitsha was part of it. Student protests and uprisings,
underground political organizations and horrifying moments of police brutality were
ingrained into the life of the town. On 23™ July 1985, a protest meeting was held at
Nompendulo High School to enforce a democratically elected student body. Student
demands were drafted and handed over to the school Principal. He did not cooperate,
refused to address the students and called the police. They demanded immediate
dispersal, but the student refused and after the use of teargas and assault pandemonium
broke out. Many students were subsequently arrested. Fleeing scholars attempted to cross
the Buffalo River, adjacent to the school, and in the process at least three students
drowned. A memorial commemorating the school tragedy was unveiled on 23 July 2000
on the school grounds by Rev M. Stofile, former Premier of the Eastern Cape.



17. BISHO MASSACRE

This is the second worst massacre in the History of South African liberation struggle that
took place in 1992, just two years before the African National Congress (ANC) came to
power. In the year, 1992, 60 000 members of the ANC were led into a direct
confrontation with 500 black troops of one such homeland- Ciskei.The Ciskei
government had warned them not to cross the stipulated border, but senior members of
the South African Communist Party played a key

Role leading the throng straight into a confrontation with Ciskei army. Two and half
minutes of automatic gunfire by the Ciskei soldiers left 28 dead and hundreds injured. So
the incident was the same as Sharpsville, and Gqozo was criticized.

The purpose of the march was to force Briegadier Oupa Gqozo to step down from power
and abolish Ciskei homeland.

Location:
The monument to commemorate the incident is situated next to Bisho Stadium.

18. EGERTON MASSACRE

In August, 4, 1983, 11 people were gunned down on this site. During this period there
was a general political unrest in South Africa. In Mdantsane, the unrest came about when
Mdantsane people boycotted partly state — owned Ciskei Transport Corporation (C.T.C.)
Company buses after the company had unilaterally fare increases in 1983.

The Ciskei government embarked on a campaign to force people to board buses. It used
its ruthless security apparatus, backed by a vigilante group, to beat up those who did not
want to board buses. Bus boycott leaders were harassed and detained without trial by the
Ciskei security police .Mr Mzwandile Mampunye was the chairman of the Bus Boycott
Committee of Ten during this period

LOCATION: A memorial has been erected at Egerton Railway Station, zone 9,
Mdantsane.

19. BENJAMIN PETER JOHN TYAMZASHE MEMORIAL.

The late ©’B Ka T*” Tyamzashe was one of the greatest music composers in Africa; he
really contributed immensely towards development of African music. His greatest
composition for the Catholic Church is probably his Gloria, in which he combines a
melody closely related to the melody of Ntsikana’s Great hymns with a flowing,
rhythmic melody - very like a melody Nofinish Dwyili uses in a song
commemorating the ancestral figure Magunggelindawo. In 1938, his wife died having
borne him six children and Tyamzashe later married Agnes Masango.A rare ditiction
was bestowed upon him when he was invited to conduct a massed choir of 3000
school children at the welcoming ceremony in Mthatha for King George of Britain.

In 1975, the University of Fort Hare conferred an honorary degree upon him in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to music. It was not only Benjamin



Tyamzashe the musician, but Benjamin Tyamzashe the man who made an impact on
his fellowmen and women. Wherever he went this popular personality was greeted
with great affection and acclamation as Teacher Tyamzashe.He died at Frere
Hospital, East London, on June 04, 1978 at the age of 87.He was buried at Zinyoka
location.

Location:
Memorial has been erected in “’B ka T*> Tyamzashe Secondary School in Ezinyoka
administrative area, King William’s Town.

20. NKOSI NDLAMBE MEMORIAL
Introduction

Nkosi Ndlambe is one of the Xhosa chiefs who played a significant role in Xhosa and
South African history. He successfully fought so many wars and he erected his Great
Place during his life time in Mpongo (Macleantown) .On this site, there is a bellstone
(Ilitye LikaNdlambe) which rings like a bell when struck, it produces a metallic sound. It
is believed that he used to sit and relax on it.

Location: A monument has been built in MacLean town.
21. ILITYE LIKA NDLAMBE (BELLSTONE)

This rock keeps historical evidence that his Great Place was once built on this site.
Location: The rock is plus minus [ km from the memorial.

22. LOCK STREET GAOL

This stone building was built in 1880 and closed in 1880.It was a women’s prison during
the Apartheid epoch and a number of women folk were incarcerated there. Mrs. Winnie
Madikizela Mandela is one of them. Currently, the National Department of Arts And
Culture is planning to transform the building into a Women’s Museum.

A high stone wall surrounds the complex, with the original administrative building
forming one part of it. This is a very fine building, Georgian in design. Renovations were
done in 1981, and some of the original cells have been retained. The old gallows block
has been restored and the there is a brief history of the goal on display there. The two
central cell blocks and the old kitchen have been turned into small shops.

Location: This building is situated in Fleet Street, East London.

23. GRIFFITHS AND VICTORIA MXENGE’S GRAVE.
The anti — apartheid activists and human rights lawyers, Griffiths and Victoria Mxenge

are buried outside King William’s Town. They were married in 1964 and moved to
Durban. Their lives were much affected by frequent bannings, detentions and
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imprisonment, but they both handled many high — profile and political cases. They were
both assassinated by the security force hit squads during Apartheid epoch in 1981 and
1985, respectively.

Location: Their graves are situated in Rhayi village in King William’s Town.
24. CHILDREN’S CEMETERY IN DIMBAZA

The apartheid government through its notorious system of forced removals made about
seventy families to be dumped in a place subsequently named, Dimbaza, which means a
place where rubbish is dumped. They came as far away as far as Middleburg and
Karoo.Due to the harsh living conditions hundreds of children died of malnutrition,
tuberculosis and preventable diseases such as measles. Whereas other towns are built
around a civic square, a town hall or shops, Dimbaza’s centre is the children’s cemetery
containing many unmarked graves. In 1970s, over 20 factories were established in
Dimbaza following the international outrage that the children’s cemetery provoked.
Taking advantage of the Ciskei’s extensive tax rebate and high financial inducements the
factories, mostly foreign- owned , were built in an attempt to transform Dimbaza into a
showcase of industrial opportunity. When the incentives and subsidies were removed in
the 1990’s however, many of the factories closed down or moved elsewhere.

25. COVE ROCK / GOMPO ROCK
Introduction

Gompo features prominently in the human history of East London .The rock has also
featured prominently in the religious lives of Xhosa — speaking people. The Xhosa
Prophet, Nxele or Makana, was converted to Christianity in 1812.In 1817, in an attempt
at mass convertion through a show of his sacred potency, Nxele assembled people at
Cove Rock to witness the resurrection of ancestors and cattle from a cavern beneath the
rock.

According to traditionalists Cape Nguni belief paternal ancestral spirits, ABANTU
BOMLAMBO, are said to reside in the water beneath the rock. Gompo Town near East
London city centre derives its name from the Rock.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Cove Rock / Gompo are a unique sandstone headland with good example of wave — cut
platform, a classic half — heated bay and a large mobile dune field unique to the East
London environment. The adjacent area is a protected State forest.

Location

The rock is situated in East London about 11km south west of the Buffalo River mouth

between Hickman’s River mouth (cast of the site) and the resort of Winterstrand (west of
the site)
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26. Clements Kadalie:
Introduction

Clements Kadalie was born in Malawi in the 1890’s, the exact date unknown. He was
educated at a Scottish mission school and became a school teacher. He left Malawi in
1916 and settled in Cape Town where in 1919 he established a trade union, the Industrial
and Commercial Worker’s Union, among dockworkers. This urban- based union
flourished, but disputes over funds and leadership resulted in a loss of support in the
Cape. Attention was turned to the rural areas of Transvaal, Natal and Orange Free State
to mobilize a mass support base. By the end of 1927, there were more than 100 ICU
branches with 100 000 membership around the country. Continued financial problems
and leadership struggles led to the demise of the party. In 1929 Karalee left the party and
established the Independent ICU based in East London from where he led strike attempts,
attempted to prevent the final disfranchisement of the Cape blacks in 1936 and generally
concerned himself with non- white trade union and political interests. A hall in the former
East Bank Location was named after him. Clements died on the 28" November 1951.He
was buried in a grave yard in Duncan village .His wife , Eva Kadalie, was buried next to
him following her death on 16 December1974.Neglect resulted in the exhumation and
reburial of remains in the Cambridge Cemetery in 2001.

27. MISSION STATIONS

27.1 Missionary Museum

Introduction

This was originally a Methodist Chapel with the foundation stone being laid by Rev
William Shaw in 1855. It subsequently became a Baptist Mission Church. The building
was finnaly handed over the Amathole (then Kaffrarian) Museum to be administered as a
missionary Museum.

Description

This is an interesting building in the style of an early church. It houses, among other
mission artifacts, the old Mount Coke printing press, on which the first Xhosa bible was
printed.

Location
Berkeley St, King Williams Town

Access

Unfortunately, owing to staff shortages, there is no permanent curator. The museum will
be opened on request with permission of the Director, Amathole Museum 043 6434506

12



27.2. JOHN BROWNLEE MISSION STATION RESIDENCY

Introduction

The original mission was established by Rev. John Brownlee for the London Missionary
Society in 1826 and was established to work among the Ntinde under Chief Jan Tzatzoe.
The building was damaged in 1835, but was repaired and additions made. With the
establishment of King Williams Town, Sir Harry Smith took it over as his residence
1836. Brownlee then returned but moved the station to his second station in 1847. The
original building is now “The Residency” was proclaimed a national Monument in 1977.

Description
This is a stone structure set in pleasant surroundings. Additions have been made’

Location
Prince Alfred Square, King Williams Town.

Access
The exterior is open. Present owner unknown.

Recommendations
This is the oldest building in King Williams Town and is well worth visiting.

27.3. PEELTON MISSION

Introduction

Peelton Mission was established among the Imidange people in 1848 by Rev. Richard
Birt, of the London Missionary Society. It was named for Sir Robert Peel, some Prime
time Minister of Britain. The original church, mission house and eight cottages, built of
wattle and daub, were burnt down in 1850. Birt returned in 1853 and had some success in
the community. Some notable names among the first African Christians were Kazi,
Timoti, Nyalashe, Bombo, Tembu, Stofile and Qela. In 1875 the congregation raised
mfunds to erect the present church. Birt established a boarding school for boys and
Peelton became famous as an educational centre. One of the prominent leaders to have
been educated there was Dr W.B. Rubusana. Birt died in 1892. The Rev Zondeki assisted
in restoring the church in the mid 1970s.

Description
This is a spacious church and has been referred to as the ‘Cathedral of Kaffraria’ it was

restored by the local community in 1980.

Location
13 km from Bhisho on the Komga road.

Access
Permission from the Minister.
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27.4. MOUNT COKE MISSION:

Introduction

William Shaw established the Mount Coke mission in 1825, in the territory of Chief
Ndlambe. It was one of the chain of Wesleyan Methodist missions which Shaw started in
the Easter Cape and Transkei. It was burnt down during the frontier wars in 1834 and
again in 1846, moving to the present site in 1948. The Rev. J.W. Appleyard translated the
bible into Xhosa. A printing press was purchased in 1849 and was used to print the first
Xhosa bible and was published in 1853. (The press is in the Missionary Museum). Mount
Coke became known for the hospital founded by the missionaries. Mount Coke was
proclaimed a national monument in 1959.

Description
Many of the original buildings still exist, the hospital, church and cottages. Many
additions were made.

Access

Unfortunately most of the buildings are derelict and have been vandalized and this is not
recommended that that this be visited. A clinic of sorts might still exist and a small
congregation struggle to keep the church going. This could be an excellent tourist site if
the complex could be restored and developed.

27.5. MISSION CHURCH AT SOUTHERNWOOD (now St Saviours):
Introduction

A mission school was started in North End in the 1980s by Anglican Minister Rev. E.
Place. Land became available in Southernwood and the site for a hall was purchased in
1899. The foundation stone was laid with full Masonic Honors, on 18 April 1903 by Dr
C.J. Egan. Coins of the realm were placed under the stone. The mission work gradually
ceased and by1900 it was used as a church only. An apse was added in 1914 and in 1915
it became a separate parish. A new fagade was constructed and a tower added in 1939.
The original foundation stone was relaid in the porch and a corner stone laid by Mr. B.
Steer. Mr. H. Cordeaux was the architect.

Description

The church has a Norman-style frontage, but the interior shows the early history. Of
interest are the stained glass war Memorial windows, dedicated in 1922, the Bishops
Chair installed in 1904 and the Baptismal Shell in 1900. A brass plaque in memory of Sir
Charles and Lady Crewe is situated in porch.

Access
By arrangement with the Rector: 043-722 3842, Home: 043-7438155

27.6. PIRIE MISSION:

Introduction

This was established for the Glasgow Missionary Society by John Ross in 1830. The
station was burnt down during the frontier wars in 1834, 1846 and 1850 but was rebuilt
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and is still in use. It was named for Rev. Alexander Pirie, one of the founders of the
Glasgow Missionary Society.

Description

The original church still stands, but the Bryce Ross church is in use. The cemetery is of
interest as it contains the graves of the Ross family as well as the Ntsikana family, who
were the first converts.

Location
Turn off the R63 just before Dimbaza. It is signposted.

Access
Permission from the Minister

28. PLACES OF WORSHIP

Background

The early white settlers in the Buffalo City area established Christian church
congregations at the early stage. While there was some competition between the different
denominations, there are some remarkable examples of co-operations. The churches
started the first schools in East London and King Williams Town for black and white
children.

Buildings selected to illustrate this record

Anglican- St Peters (EL), St Johns (EL), Holy Trinity (KWT)
Presbyterian- St Georges (EL), St Andrews (KWT), Gonubie
Methodist- Trinity (EL), Ncera

Lutheran- St Andrews (EL), Brakfontein

Catholic- Immaculate Conception (EL)

NGK- EL

Muslim- Mosque (EL).

28.1 ST PETERS (Anglican)

Introduction

This is the oldest extant church in East London. The first congregation gathered together
in 1857, shortly after the establishment of East London. The first settlement around the
new port was on the West Bank. The first building was imported pre-fabricated structure
in wood and iron. The land was granted to the Bishop of Grahamstown in 1861, the
building was completed in October 1862 and the first service held on 2 November 1862.
The west wall was re-built in 1882 and the sanctuary added.

Description

This is a simple brick-plastered building. The interior is of interest with some of the
memorial plaques. The oak rood screen was erected in memory of Mrs. Munn, wife of the
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Port Captain. The house adjoining the church was original manse and was built in the late
1860s, so the Norfolk pine in the garden probably dates to that time.

Location
High Street, West Bank.

Access
By permission of Rector of St Johns.

Recommendations
This is a listed building and those responsible for it should be encouraged to care for it.

28.2. ST JOHNS THE VANGELIST (Anglican)

Introduction

Following the sitting of the railway terminus on the east bank of the Buffalo River, many
of the West Bank residents, especially those involved in business, moved to the east
bank, to Panmure, as the new village was known. The growing population had more
resources available, and so raised funds for a much more imposing Church than St Peters.

The foundation stone was laid on 10 June 1878 by Dr C.J. Egen in the first Masonic
ceremony in East London. The clergy present were Archdeacon Kitton, Rev Wyche and
the Rev A. Maggs from St Lukes Mission. The first service was held 19 November1880
and thechurch was consecrated by Bishop Merriman in 1881. The architects were
cordeaux and Walker. The foundation stone for the new aisle for the chapel of the
Kaffrarian Riffles (now Buffalo Volunteer Riffles) was laid on 18 October 1902 with
coins of the realm being placed under the stone. When the church was built it served a
community, which resided in the vicinity. With the growth of the town, the residential
area hasa moved away, so there is only a small congregation at present.

Description
The building is of a stone in the neo-Gothic style.

Location
It is situated at the corner of Oxford and Church Streets.

Access
Permission must be obtained to go inside from the Rector, 043 — 722 8986, rectory — 722
7021

Recommendations
This is of interest as it was the ‘Mother Church’ of the Anglican community.

Communication could be made with the Rector to plan visits.

28.3. ST GEORGES CHURCH, (Presbyterian)
Introduction
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The first Presbyterian Church congregation met on the West Bank in 1874 and St
Andrews church was built in 1880. With the growth of East London in Panmure, small
churches and halls were built in the Beach area, Cambridge, Southernwood and North
End. A Lutheran Hall in Park Avenue was used, but the growing congregation raised
money to build a large church. The foundation stone was laid on 6 Jan 1900 and a silver
trowel was presented to Mrs. James Georgeson, who performed the ceremony. (The
trowel is now in East London Museum). The original design incorporated a dome, but
there was no builder in East London able to erect one and there were several collapses.
The concept of a dome was abandoned and a pitched roof used. St Georges first opened
its doors in 1902.

Description
The entrance has an impressive pediment and Doric columns.

Location
The building is situated obliquely between Oxford Street and Park Avenue.

Access
Entry by permission of the minister: 743 4060; manse; 735 3637

Recommendations
Contact to be made with the minister.

28.4. TRINITY CHURCH,

Introduction

The first Wesleyan Methodist congregation was West Bank, but with the move to the east
bank, churches were built in the Quigney (1880) and in Buxton Street (1890). The larger
and wealthier people moved north of the town centre and began raising funds for a more
imposing church. The foundation stone was laid on 19 September 1903 by Rev N.
Abraham. Coins and a local newspaper placed under the stone. The first service was held
on 16 September 1904.The architect was W.B. Longford.

Description

The church is built of brick and plastered. It is in the Early English Gothic style and has
an imposing crocketted spire. Repairs were undertaken 1976, when there appeared to be a
danger of collapse. The magnificent organ is a source of pride for the congregation. It
was purchased at considerable expense in 1902 and was extensively repaired in 1946 and
1961. There are memorial tables to those lost in the first and second World wars.

Location
Oxford Street

Access
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With permission from the minister 7228904

Recommendations
This is a well maintained church and contributes to the city’s skyline.

28.5. ST ANDREWS EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Introduction

German immigrants arrived in British Kaffraria between 1856 and 1861. Many received
land in the then environs of East London. The original church built by these immigrants
was in Fleet Street, but this was sold to the Anglican church in 1872. Other small
churches were built in Maclean Street and Cambridge. Pastor Heinrich Muller launched
the 90 strong Lutheran congregation in 1872, but his educational duties proved too
onerous and Pastor Baumgarten took over. Fund raising for a grand church began in 1879
and the foundation stone was laid in1880. the new building was dedicated in November
1882, but cost much more than the original estimate. It took the congregation 40 years to
pay off the debt.

Description

This Gothic styled church with an imposing spire. There are 17 beautiful stained glass
windows were donated by St Andrews Lutheran church in Hanover, Germany, in 1922 on
the occasion of the 50™ anniversary.

Location
50 Park Avenue

Access
By permission of the pastor: 7222700

Recommendations
The interior is well worth visiting.

28.6. CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCPTION (Catholic)

By 1888 there were some 470 Catholics in East London and the hall in the convent was
used as a chapel. Efforts were started 1892 to build a proper church and the foundations
stone was laid on 2 December 1893 and the completed church was consecrated on 24
June 1894.

Description

The building has a simple form with spire which is a roof vent. It has lancet and rose
windows. Two of the stained glass windows are memorials to John Gately, a figure in
early East London, and son, who died in 1899 of typhoid aged 25.

Location
44 Albany Street, but with no access from Buffalo Street..
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Access
With permission of the priest: 7221724

Recommendations
The interior is well worth a visit.

28.7. NEDERDUITSE GEREFORMEERDE KERK

Introduction

The first NGK church congregations were in Komga and MacLean town. In 1897, a small
congregation in East London built a small hall in St Paul’s Road. The population growth
in East London and the congregation led to funds being raised and ground was purchased
in 1915. The foundation stone was laid on 1 August 1921 and the first service held in
April 1922. The organ was installed in 1928.

Description
The building has an articulated gabled roof with domed cylinders between the three
sections.

Location
It is situated between Brill and Paterson Street.

AcCcess
Permission of the dominie

Recommendations
Make contract with the dominie

28.8 THE MOSQUE

Introduction

Indian people first started arriving in East London in about 1880. Muslim religious
activity began under the leadership of Ebrshim Kola. The first services were held in
houses; later an unused Christian church in Chapel Street was acquired. By the early
1920s, there were enough adherents to begin raising funds for a mosque. With the
generous help of Mr. Kemal Casoojee, the single storey building was completed. The
second floor with a dome and a cottage for the Imam was built in 1950.

Description
The fagade has arched windows and front door, with a balustrade parapet. The dome is

supported by pillars.

Location
Porter Street

Access
Permission of the imam.
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Recommendations
This should be recognized as forming an important part of the cultural heritage of the
city.

King Williams Town:

28.9 CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, (Anglican)

Introduction

In 1848, Sir Harry Smith proposed to Bishop Robert Grey that a church should be built to
serve the needs of a military men stationed in King Williams Town, which was the
headquarters of the military operations in the Eastern Cape at the time. Bishop Grey
selected the site and the original plans were modified by Sophia Grey. The soldiers
donated money and the foundation stone was laid by Col G. Mackinnon in 1850. Lack of
money delayed the completion and it was only completed, even then with the arrival of
Rev. Henry Kitton.The debts were cleared, a zinc roof replaced the canvass, the waived
theur claim and it was finally consecrated in February 1861.During the war of 1877/ 78,
it was designated a place of refige.The walls began cracking and had to be re- enforced in
1879.The church was declared a National Monument in 1986.

Description

This is a very fine church in the neo Gothic style. The walls are of locally quarried
bluestone and the floors of yellowwood from Kwazidenge forest.The main doors are
made from timber from the Lady Kennaway, wrecked in East London in 1857. The nave
was extended in 1867. An aisle, a vestry and two lacent windows were added in 1864.
The present organ was installed in 1880 and the Lady Chapel was added in 1897. The
stained glass in the east wall is a memorial to Rev. Kitton. The pulpit and communion
were presented to the church in memory of the curate, John Gordon. The Jubilee Bell was
a present of Mr J.M Ellis in 1898. The tower was added in 1932 as memorial to
Archdcacon B.E. Holmes. The zinc roof was placed with slate in 1935 and the present
pews date to 1956.

Location

It is situated in Alexandra Road.

Access

By permission of the rector, parish office — 043 642 4154

Recommendation

This is an extremely interesting church with a rich history. The interior is well worth
visiting even if tourist is not exclusively interested in church history. Contact should be

made with the rector and the church should be requested to make the excellent booklet on
their history available to tourist.
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28.9.1 ST ANDREWS CHURCH (Presbyterian):

INTRODUCTION

A group of adherents of the United Presbyterian Independent denomination met in a store
and made a decision to form a congregation in 1861, with the assistance of the local
missionaries. The fist minister was appointed in 1863 and they rented the Wesleyan
chapel in Berkeley Street. They became part of the presbytery of Lovedale in 1870. In
1883 James Weir gave land. The church was built to design of Mr Bompas of East
London. The gates were presented in 1884.

DESCRIPTION

The church was built in the decorated Gothic style of local blue stone and there is an 80 ft
tower. The stained glass windows are dedicated to the memory of John Brownlee,
William and John Lumsden, and Francis Tudhope. A memorial tablet of those who died
in the First World War was in unveiled on 11 December 1921 and another memorial
tablet was inscribed for those who died in the Second World War

LOCATION

Alexandra Road.

RECCOMEDATION

Make contact with the minister.

29. COUNTRY CHURCHES:

29.1. GONUBIE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

INTRODUTION

Founded by Scottish Settlers who settled in the area in 1877 under an immigration
scheme. A wattle and daub building was fist church but swept away by a gale. A stone
church was built in 1902, with the help of German neighbors.

DESCIPTION

The simple building has a gothic arched doorway. The new wing of brick was added
later.

LOCATION
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It can be reached by turning off the N2 at Brakfontein, then turn right over the bridge and
it is signposted.

ACCESS
Permission of the minister. 7374644
RECOMMEDATIONS

This church is well worth visit. It is set in attractive country surroundings and the
cemetery is of interest.

40 BRAKFONTEIN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Foundation stone dated 16 February 1902. Built by Germans who settled in this area. It
has had a fire, but has been rebuilt.
Turn off N2 at the Brakfontein turn off and follow the sign.

29.2. NCERA CHURCH (Methodist)

INTRODUCTION

From about 1860, white framers were granted land in the area around Kidd’s beach.
Many were of 1820 stock. There was sufficient number to form a congregation and to
raise funds and to undertake the building of small chapel, which was completed in 1826.
A wood and iron school room was built at the same time but has since been demolished.
The roof and the front door were replaced in 1960. The church was bought by Dept of
community Development for handing over to the Ciskei in the 1970s. The hand over was
never completed and the church, which is one of the oldest extent churches between the
fish and Umzimkulu River, was left abundant. The historical society initiated a trust fund
and undertook repairs which were completed in 1996. It was declared a National
monument in 1993.

DESCRIPTION

This is simple plastered brick building with a pitched roof and entrance porch. The
cemetery is of particular interest.

LOCATION
It is situated on the old Ncera Road. Turn off the R32 (Before the turn of Kidds Beach)

onto R347. 10 kilometers along turn left onto the old Ncera road at the old canning
factory. The church is about 1 km on the right.
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Access

At present through the Chairman, Border Historical Society, Miss J. Penrose Mikes,
(043) 781 1835. The local community is taking steps to take over the church for
interdenominational services.

Recommendations

A meeting has been held with the local community who are very keen that this church
could become a tourist attraction. They are talking of setting up a ‘boma’ and serving
cool drinks etc. it would be a great service if this become part of tourist route.

30. THE MILITARY SCENE

Tourist potential of War sites

Military history has a substantial following and Kwa-Zulu Natal has developed excellent
battlefield sites, which have attracted a large number of tourists. The Eastern Cape has
few battlefield sites as the Xhosa Warriors engaged the British soldiers in guerrilla style,
rather than facing up superior numbers and wcoponry in open traditional battle’
formation. What the Eastern Cape does have are forts, which have been largely neglected
as tourist attraction. There are over 100 fort of post sites in the Eastern Cape, with 18 of
these within the boundaries Buffalo City, and their potential as tourist attractions as yet
unrecognized and undeveloped.

The Buffalo City area has the remains of a classic stones — built ‘permanent’ fort and an
earthworks ‘temporary’ fort as well as powder magazines, which were a part of old forts,
and building in the old military Reserve in King Williams Town. Some of these are
proclaimed National Monument.

Site selected

Frontier War: Fort Glamorgan, Fort Pato, Fort Murray, Fort Hill ( two powder
magazines) the Military Reserve ( military chest vault, barracks, officer’s mess, smith,
military hospital, stone gutters).

Anglo-Boer War: Colonial Division Memorial.
First and Second World War: Conotaphs in East London, King Williams Town and

Cambridge, Lych Gate East London, Memorials — Selborne College, West Bank,
Catholic church and selected Memorial tablets.

31. THE FRONTIER WARS: The fort sites in Buffalo City date from 1835 to 1857
INTRODUCTION:
The expansion westward of the Dutch and English settlers during the 19" century brought

them in to conflict with the Xhosa — speaking people and the present Eastern Cape
become a frontier zone. The old Cape Colony boundary was extended to the fish river in
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1785. Conflict over the land and between Fish and Keiskamma Rivers led to the
proclamation of this area as the so called Neutral Territory in 1819. The Xhosa were
systematically being deprived of thousands of hectares of arable and grazing land and by
1834 this drew a response from them. Warriors cross the Fish River raiding farms and
settlements and in 1835 the 6™ frontier war broke out. British Military forces were
brought in; King Williams Town was proclaimed and become a centre of Military
operation and D’URBAN, Governor of the Cape at the time, proclaimed the area between
the Kaiskamma and the Kei River to be the province of Queen Adelaide. A number of
forts were established in the new province, including Fort Hill in King Williams Town
and Fort Murray, near the Mount Coke Mission Station. The British governor refused to
recognize the province of Queen Adelaide and the forts were abandoned.

Renewed hostilities broke out in 1846 (the War of the Axe) and King Williams Town
again become the centre of military action. Fort Hill was reoccupied and Fort Murray
relocated. East London was established as a part of the mouth of Buffalo River, in order
to bring supplies to the scene of the action by sea. In conjunction with this, Fort
Glamorgan was constructed to guard the supply port. With the precarious peace being
agreed on in 1847, the land between the Keiskamma and Kie rivers was annexed as the
colony of British Kaffraria. The peace was short — lived and in 1850 the War of Mlanjeni
broke out and lasted till 1853. Temporary posts were erected along the wagon-route
between King Williams Town and East London to guard the supply wagons. These were
Forts Grey, Pato and needs Camp. The military establishment at King Williams Town
was reinforced and a Military Reserve proclaimed.

32. FORT GLAMORGAN
INTRODUCTION

Fort Glamorgan was established at the mouth of Buffalo River in 1848 to house troops
and to guard the start of the supply line to King Williams Town. It was named for Lord
Charles Somerset’s father, the Earl of Glamorgan. It was proclaimed a National
Monument 1938.

DESCRIPTION

The original fort consisted of loop-holed stone wall surrounding barrack accommodation
for soldiers and officers, forage stores and stabling, a hospital and cookhouses.

The original powder magazine was outside precinct of fort, but it was realized that this
was useless and so one was constructed inside the grounds in 1856 this is still exists in
good conditions as it has been well maintained by the Dept of Correctional Services. It is
built of Dolerite blocks and has an arched roof, of brick roof, surrounded by high stone
wall with a small guard house attached. On the outside is around — topped stone with WD
and an arrow incised. This is one of the original four parameter stones which were
situated to indicate the boundary corners of the military rayon. None of the other
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buildings remains, but the profusion of stone for supporting walls etc. was taken from the
original fort.

Location

It is situated on the West Bank on the right hand side of Bank Street and it is well marked
as it is the present day prison of Fort Glamorgan. The powder magazine is situated about
500m from main gate.

Access

Permission must be obtained from the Area manager, Dept of Correctional Services, by
sanding fax to 7311512 stating the number in the group. Arrangements will then be made
for the visit.

Conditions
Very good

Capacity and constraints

This is situated in prison grounds so the Area Manager may have a problem with groups
that are too large. This needs to be discussed with him. A group of 20 to 30 is
recommended.

Recommendation
Established courteous relations with the Area Manager of Dept Correctional Services.

33. HEADQUARTERS
BUFFALO VOLUNTEER RIFLES (ex KAFFRARIAN RIFLES)

INTRODUCTION

The Buffalo Volunteer Rifles was a colonial regiment raised in East London in 1876
under the Captain E.Y. Brabant. Two companies took part in the frontier war of
1877/1878 and they also saw service in the Basuto war of 1880. In 1883 it was reformed
as the Kaffrarian Rifles and this regiment fought in the Anglo — Boer War and both
World Wars. In 1989 the name was change back to the Buffalo Rifles. The building dates
to 1906, when the foundation stone was laid by Col. H.T. Lukin, Commander of the
Colonial Foces.

DISCRIPTION

The building is of red brick with a castellated parapet. A small museum reflecting the
history of the regiment has been established and can be visited.
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LOCATION

It is situated on the corner of Fleet and Buffalo Streets, East London, with the entrance in
Buffalo Street.

Access

The museum is open from 08h00 to 18h00 Monday to Friday. Permission to visit may be
obtain by telephoning 742 0677. Officer Commanding is Lieut. Col A.C.M. Clegg. WO2
Craig Brown is the officer in charge of the museum.

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAINTS

Large groups would be difficult to handle. The recommended group size is 20.
VISITORS

Very few people know about this small museum and it receives no publicity.
CONDITION

Very good.

Recommendation

Tourist interested in military history would find this most interesting. The officer
commanding and the Curator of the museum should be invited to tourism functions and
be involved in planning. There is plan at present for the development of the museum to
widen its scope with a particular reference to a more inclusive military history, targeting
tourists and education.

34. WAR MEMORIAL TABLETS:

34.1. EAST LONDON CITY HALL

On the landing in the vestibule are tablets made of white marble. On the panels are the
names of white men who died during the frontier wars.

34.2. FORT PATO
INTRODUCTION
This was a temporary post which was established in 1853 on the Gulu River ridge (then

called ‘Goolah Heights’) on the site of outspan, to guard the supply line from East
London to King Williams town. It was named for Chief Phatho of the Gqunukwebe, as it
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was situated in his territory and who has promised to remain it neutral during the war of
Axe.

DISCRIPTION

This was square redoubt enclose by earthen parapet, 8 feet high, and fosse, 4-5 feet deep,
with two small square loop — holed bastion at opposite corners. It contained three stone
buildings, a commissariat, a powder magazine and a cookhouse and brick officers’
quarters. Soldiers’ barracks and stables were built of wattle and daub. Today the
earthworks still exist and remain of brick and stone can be seen within it is completely
overgrown with shrubs and trees.

LOCATION

FORT POTO is about 300m off the R346, (Mount Coke road) between East London and
King Williams Town.

ACCESS

This is on land owned by the Dept Nature Conservation and falls within the Directorate
of Marine and coastal Management with Mr Robert Stegman as the responsible official.

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAINTS

As this is out of doors, large numbers would not be a problem.

VISITORS

One part of 8 attempted to view the site but was unable to penetrate the thick bush.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Port Pato is typical of the temporary earthworks forts build in the Eastern Cape during the
period of frontier war. No other structure of this kind has been preserved so this is an
opportunity for the preservation of a unique site to attract tourists. Mr. Stegman has
express his willingness to clear the area and maintain it for tourist. Contact can be made

with Mr. Robert Stegman at 043

It is further recommended that local community should be involved in the project and
some volunteers could be trained as tour guides for the site.
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34.3. FORT MURRAY

INTRODUCTUION

The original Fort Murray was established 1835 near to the Mount Coke Station. In 1848
it was moved to the present site in Ndlambe territory. It was intended to add muscle to
chief commissioner of British Kaffrarian, whose house was situated near by. Fort Murray
was occupied by Frontier Armed and mounted Police during the 1870s and by the Cape
Police in the 1880s. It was declared a National Monument in 1938. The present
ownership of the land and management of the site is not known.

Description

This was constructed of stone and was intended as more permanent structure. It
consisted of a loop-holed stone wall enclosing quarters for officers, barracks for soldiers,
a commissariat store, powder magazine and stables. Restoration of the buildings was
done in 1977.

Location

Turn off the R346 (Mount Coke Road). It is some Skms on. The gravel road in poor
condition and is not sign — posted.

ACCESS

Open

CONDITIONS

The impressive stone structure still exists, but as there is no control it has been
vandalized.

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAITS

This is large open air site, so large groups could be accommodated.

VISITORS

None known

RECOMMENDATION
As this is a declared National Monument, funds could be requested from SAHRA to do

some restoration. Local inhabitants could be counted and involved with the project and
tour guides trained. The department of transport (roads) needs to be approached to repair

28



the road and erect signs. This is the only stone fort of its kind to have been declared and
therefore to have same form of protection.

34.4. FORT HILL
INTRODUCTION

The outbreak of hostilities in 1835 led to the building of FORT HILL, named for Lord
Hill, who was the commander in chief of British Army at the time. It was established in
King Williams Town, with the proclamation of the province of Queen Adelaide. It was to
be the military headquarters and depot for all the forts in the new province. It was
evacuated following the withdrawal in 1837, but reoccupied and rebuilt following the
War of the Axe, in 1846.

DESCRIPTION

It was originally laid out as irregular earthworks square with flanking redans for three
guns on three of its faces. Wattle and daub huts were built for 400 soldiers. When rebuilt
the walls were reinforced with brick. It was to be used mainly as a depot so provision was
made for commissariat and ordnance store complexes and a powder magazine. The
second powder magazine was added later. The powder magazines surrounded by stone

wall are all that remain of the original fort. The complex is declared National Monument.

LOCATION

King Williams Town, Lovedale College FET, Amatola Row.
ACCESS

Permission from the Head.

RECOMANDATIONS

The principal be consulted about this and the other building from the Military Reserve
being accessible to tourist.

35. MILITARY RESERVE

INTRODUCTION

In 1847, the area between the Keiskamma and the Kei River was proclaimed as the
Colony of British Kaffraria, this further dispossessing the Xhosa people and extending

the British control. Commissioners were appointed to administer and work with the
Chiefs. It was realized that control would have to be through the force of arms and so
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provision was made to build and reoccupy fortifications throughout the new colony. King
Williams Town was againe selected to be the headquarters and in 1848 a large area was
cordoned off for Military buildings — the Military Reserve.

DESCRIPTION

The area covered about 5 acres adjoining the new town and included the Fort Hill. The
buildings, often of stone, included officers’ quarters, an officers’ mess, vault for the
military chest, a hospital, a smithy for the engineers, barracks, for Artillerymen, a cavalry
troop, a battalion of infantry and a house for the chief Commissioner.

LOCATION
1 The barracks, the house for the Chief Commissioner and the vault for the military
chest are all situated within the grounds of Lovedale College (KWT campus)
The officers’ mess, a National Monument, is a situated in Hood Street.
The Smithy, a National monument is situated in a field off Military Road.
The military hospital, a National Monument, is in Military Road.
Stone gutters in Military Street. These were laid by the Royal Engineers and are
proclaimed by the NMC.

ab~widN

ACCESS
For Fort Hill and Military barracks.
Permission from the Principal, Lovedale College campus, Mr N. Dickson, 043-6421414

CONDITION
Some are good. All need care and attention.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The principal of the Lovedale College (KWT campus) be contacted and access discussed.
The possibility of introducing a tourism component for one of the courses could be
suggested. SAHRA should be contacted and advice given on care of the proclaimed
sites. The Departments under whose control the various buildings fall be contacted and
possibly hold a tourism workshops with them to involve them in the project.

36. ANGLO-BOER WAR 1899-1902(SOUTH AFRICAN WAR)
THE COLONIAL DIVISION MEMORIAL
INTRODUCTION

East London was an important port of entry for supplies for the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-
1902. Most East London and King Williams Town white inhabitants were pro British
and many streets in East London were named for the Colonial and British generals, such
as Lukin, Brabant, Buller, Kitchener, Roberts and French. Many fine houses in the
Belgravia were built from the proceeds of burgeoning trade, of which the Ann Bryant Art
Gallery is a fine example. While no military engagements were fought in the Buffalo
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City area, many of he Colonial Division Units were raised in the area and the equestrian
statue was a memorial to those killed in action.

DESCRIPTION

This is a bronze equestrian statue mounted on a plinth of Irish marble. It depicts a scount
sculptured by W. Reynolds-Stephens of London. The model for the figure was Captain
G.J. Hearns M.C., of the Cape Mounted Riflemen, and the model for the horse was
‘Boodles’. The inscription reads “This statue was erected to the memory of the officers
and men of the Colonial Division who lost their lives in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-
1902”. The names of men from the Cape Mounted Riflemen, the Kaffarian Rifles, the
Queenstown Rifle Volunteers, Border Horse, Cape Medical Corps, and two regiments of
Brabant’s Horse. It was unveiled on 9 November 1908 by General Sir E.Y. Brabant. The
statue was named the best equestrian statue by the Royal Academy in 1910.

LOCATION
It is situated in front of the entrance of the City Hall, Oxford Street, East London.

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAINTS
While this is out of doors in front of the City Hall, it would be undesirable to have very
large groups, especially as a visit is likely to be linked to a visit to the City Hall itself.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Any efforts to move this statue should be vigorously opposed. Movement would
certainly damage the fabric and bronze becomes very brittle. It should be kept clean and
its condition should be monitored.

37. MEMORIAL FOR WORLD WAR 1, 1914-1918
AND WORLD WAR 11, 1930-1944

INTRODUCTION

South Africa sent many units to fight in the First World War and, in common with most
South African towns

and villages, both East London and King Williams Town erected memorials those who
lost their lives. The horrific loss of life generated deep emotions and the proliferation of
memorials was an effort to justify and glorify those who had died. East London had 5
cenotaphs erected, 2 memorial windows, and 6 rolls of honour were inscribed and located
in various buildings around the town. The Second World War did not generate such an
outburst of sentimentality and fewer and smaller memorials were erected. Many simply
added names to existing memorials.
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THE CENOTAPH EAST LONDON

INTRODUCTION

The Cenotaph was erected through public subscription and was unveiled on 11 November
1923 by Major General Sir H.T. Lukin K.C. CMG DSO. The design of the memorial
was selected from 14 entries and was by Ing and Jackson of Durban. The bronze figure
was designed by Mr J.W. Jagger of London.

DESCRIPTION

The central memorial is set within a square enclosed by wrought iron railings, with lamps
on pillars at each corner. The memorial is of the cenotaph style with a shaft resting on a
platform of sandstone blocks. Each face has the names of the various battle fronts. On
the north face is a life-size bronze sculpture of a soldier in full trench kit. Above the
figure is the coat of arms of East London and with the inscription “To the men of East
London who fell in the Great War, 1915 to1918”. The names are inscribed on the lower
faces of the memorial.

LOCATION
The area is bounded by Oxford and King and Lukin Road.

ACCESS
Open

CONDITION
Good

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAINTS
As this is open air, large groups could be accommodated.

VISITORS

No record has been kept. A public ceremony is held annually to lay wreaths on
November.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Council should be made aware that maintenance should be ongoing as vandalism does
occur.

38. LYCH GATE - EAST LONDON

INTRODUCTION

The passion for elaborate memorials had waned by the end of the Second World War, but
it was felt necessary to erect some memorial. A Lych Gate, or covered gateway was
usually the entrance to a church, and this was selected for this memorial. It was unveiled
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and dedicated on 2 September 1951 by Lt Genl G.E. Brink Cb CBE DSO Croix de
Guerre.

DESCRIPTION

A slate roof supports wooden beams. Benches are situated on each side. The names of
those who lost their lives are inscribed on tablets.

LOCATION
Adjoins the World War 1 Cenotaph.

Access
Open

CONDITION
Good

CAPACITY AND CONSTRAINTS
As for the Cenotaph

VISITORS
No records kept.

RECOMMENDATIONS
As for the Cenotaph, this should be regularly inspected and cleaned.

39. WEST BANK WAR MEMORIAL

INTRODUCTION

Two committees were formed by the West Bank community during the First World War,
to raise money for the troops: the Ladies’ Comforts Fund and the Overseas Contigency
Fund. At the end of the war there was a small surplus of money and it was decided to
erect a memorial. Further costs were collected from the community. The memorial was
dedicated and unveiled by Lieut Colonel R.W. Currin (Office Commanding the
Kaffrarian Rifles) on 15 October 1921.

DESCRIPTION

The memorial takes the form of a white marble obelisk standing on a granite base.
A springbok badge and inscription “To the Glorious Dead 1914-1919” overlie
the names of the fallen on two panels. On the third panel, “1939-1945" has been
added with additional names. It is set in a small square, which abuts the
pavement, and is bounded by two stone walls and railings.

33



LOCATION

It is situated on the corner of Bank and Frere streets in the grounds of St Andrews
Presbyterian Church, West Bank.

ACCESS
Open

CONDITION

The monument is in good condition but of the four supporting concrete pillars which
support the railings, one is broken in half. Railings are also missing. Weeds are growing
through the paving.

RECOMMENDATION

Contact with the responsible church officials should be made. Council should be made
aware of this memorial and suggestions made that the pillars and railings be repaired. It
would not be difficult for the grounds men to keep the area weed free when they come to
mow the grass in St Alfred Square.

40. SELBORNE COLLEGE WAR MEMORIAL
INTRODUCTION

The building of this memorial was apart of the building of the college when it moved to
the present site in 1923. The memorial was unveiled by Sir Frederick de Waal, then
Administrator of the Cape, on 8 November 1924. The inscription and names for those
who died in the Second World War were added later. Every year there is a service of
dedication “The Ceremony of the Key”. The Head boy is named in Custodian of the Key
and is handed the key to the enclosure. It is his responsibility to look after the
monument.

DESCRIPTION

A life size statue in Italian marble of a soldier stands on top of a dressed stone base. On
the side of the base is the coat of arms of the school and motto “Palme Virtuti” and
inscription “To the glory of God and in proud and loving memory of those old
Selbornians who laid their lives in the Great War 1914-191