Buffalo stakes claim to World Cup

9 October 2002

KING WILLIAM’S TOWN -- Buffalo City will be among the cities to make presentations to the Fifa 2010 World Cup inspectors in Cape Town on November 3.

This was confirmed last night by Executive Mayor Sindisile Maclean, who flew back from Johannesburg where he attended the bid presentation to 15 of the major cities who together are responsible for 80% of South Africa’s GDP.

Special Programmes portfolio holder Sindiswa Gomba, Mayoral Advisor Matthew Moonieya and Director of Planning Craig Sam accompanied Maclean to the presentation to local government by Sarfa chairperson Irvin Khosa and CEO Jordaan.

The presentation was also attended by Provincial and Local Government  Minister Sydney Mufamadi  who urged the cities to seize the moment as there were enormous spin-offs from the world’s most spectacular sporting event.

“We are preparing to host the 2004 SA Games from March 22 and, in terms of economies of scale, we can and  believe we must stake our claim to participate in the 2010 World Cup.

“We do so having shown our abilities to host a World Cup Cricket match which took the television image of our City into billions homes around the world.

“We are going to make every effort to repeat that performance and I have instructed our team to prepare our bid presentation.” 

