MAKING ENGINEERING HISTORY

Buffalo City Municipality made engineering history recently when they appointed the first woman city electrical engineer, Sy Gourrah. It also has been established that it is not the first for municipality only but for South Africa as well. A remarkable achievement for woman engineers, as the field has been noted for being very male dominated. 

Sy who hails from Pathanamthitta in India, matriculated at Mouth Arthur Girls High School in Lady Frere, in the Eastern Cape.  She undertook a two year pre-degree course at the Mahatma Gandhi University and continued her studies further with the Mangalore University, Manipal Institute of Technology, in India, where she completed her B.Sc. Electrical and Electronics degree.
After graduating she came back to South Africa to start a career as a Junior Engineer with Ballenden & Robb and then progressed speedily to the position of Project Manager.
Her career with local government began in King William’s Town in October 2000 until September 2001, where she held the position of Assistant Electrical Engineer in a temporary capacity. Sy gives credit to the then Town Engineer at King William’s Town Peter Harpestad for recognizing her capabilities and giving her support during her time with them, and which she believes lent to the current opportunity.  
Her stint with Buffalo City Municipality began as Assistant City Electrical Engineer – Planning and Design, a position she held until September 2003 and her natural progression to the position of Head of the Electrical and Mechanical Services clearly indicates the faith and trust the organization have in her abilities.  

