Progress in the development of the Nompumelelo Settlement in Beacon Bay

21 January 2004

Buffalo City Municipality, through subsidy funding from the Provincial Department of Housing, Local Government and Traditional Affairs, is currently installing permanent infrastructure and formal housing for the Nompumelelo community, an informal settlement which consists of over 1&nbsp;200 families who have existed in the area for over 10 years.

The project includes the provision of roads, water and water borne sanitation to each household, the construction of formal houses and secure tenure for the individual beneficiaries. The formalising and upgrading of the settlement also paves the way for other services eg, electrification. 

Currently, a contractor is on site and is installing the infrastructure which is expected to be completed by December 2004. The house construction phase, which is the second phase of the project, is expected to start in April 2004 and be completed by March 2005.

Due to the limited space and high densities of the informal settlement, the work on site has had to be implemented in phases. This necessitated the phased relocation of the beneficiary families to their new sites prior to the construction of the formal houses. 

The informal houses that are now highly visible from the main road are in the positions where the new formal houses will be located. In compliance with Council policy the informal houses will be removed once the formal housing is in place. As a safety measure fencing will be erected on the boundary of the sites that are along the main road, that is the M8.
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