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REHABILITATION OF THE EASTERN BEACH
The Buffalo City Municipality has identified a need for the rehabilitation and refurbishment of the Marina Glen and Beach Burger areas at the Eastern Beach.
The need was prompted by the realisation that communities in and around Buffalo City are using these areas for recreational purposes especially during the festive seasons.. The areas have indeed a potential to become a tourist attraction if properly managed and developed.
Funds were provided for the provision of public furniture, fire places and braai facilities, upgrading of ablution facilities, lighting as well as the fencing of the area.
One of the critical factors that were identified that contribute to the degeneration of the aforementioned areas is the uncontrolled manner in which, braai fires are conducted, which inadvertently lead to the destruction of the natural environment at the Beach Burger area and Marina Glen areas.  The Directorate of Social Services deemed it prudent to confine all braai fires at the Smartie Train areas and mechanism to regulate the use of the new braai stands at the Smartie Train areas are underway.
Tenders have subsequently been awarded to a private contractor for the erection of palisade fencing to a height of 2,2m around the Marina Glen and Beach Burger areas and the project will be completed in July 2005.  This was deemed necessary in order to prevent the further degradation of the area and also to enhance the environment at the Beach Front area.
The contractor that was commissioned to erect the palisade fencing at the Beach Burger area defaulted and the fencing has had to be removed in order to rectify the standard of workmanship.  The fencing will be reinstated in due course. ends
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