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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2

Background

The Mount Ruth Nodal Precinct has been identified in the Buffalo City
Municipality Integrated Development Plan and Mdantsane Urban Renewal
Programme as a ‘flagship” project. Mount Ruth is also specifically identified in
the Mdantsane East London Corridor Development Framework (MELD) as an
area with very high potential for development as a mixed land use node, based
on its accessibility from the railway station and feeder routes into Mdantsane, as
well as the fact that it is connected directly to the Mdantsane CBD (Highway
Centre).

The development strategy is based on the premise that the node should be
developed to accommodate the basic needs of the local community, in response
to the real demand for housing, public and private transport systems, wholesale
and retail goods and possibly small scale manufacturing activities. It is also
envisaged that this development will enhance the principle of intensification of
land use and a diverse living environment.

This document contains a review of the existing situation in and around the node,
the physical characteristics, the economic implications and the infrastructure
implications of development. The report also analyses the opportunities and
constraints associated with alternative development concepts, and describes the
development proposals and designs intended for implementation.

Project Objectives

The project has as a general objective, the integrated planning and development
of the Mount Ruth Nodal Precinct, to create a mixed land use node, providing
higher density housing, business and ancillary facilities, as well as roads, public
transport and civil engineering infrastructure to support the node.

Specific objectives of the project are the following:-

% Planning and urban design of the study area to provide the most appropriate
and efficient land utilisation;

% Provision of adequate transportation networks and public transport facilities
to provide adequate access to the development;

% Investigation and design of engineering services to facilitate the
development;

s Design of appropriate high density housing in the study area;

% Promotion and facilitation of Local Economic Development; and

% Promotion and facilitation of public transport services.



