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7. Environmental Cluster

The topics included within the Environmental Cluster are:
Natural Environment;

e Coastal & Marine;

e Water, Soil & Air Pollution; and

e Solid Waste Management.

7.1 Natural Environment

BCM has numerous unique and sensitive environments, many of which are pristine
and of conservation importance. These include the coastal areas (rocky shores,
beaches, dunes systems, coastal forests and estuaries), fresh water resources (rivers,
streams and ground water), inland forests and thicket biomes.

The coastal areas are a particularly important asset. Buffalo City has 68 km of
coastline, which includes 10 estuaries, conservancies, National Heritage Sites, rocky
shores and 14 sandy beaches. Certain areas are near pristine, while other areas
along the coast are currently over-utilised. The coastline has tremendous potential for
the development of tourism, subsistence fishing, recreation and conservation.

There are many pressures on the biophysical environment in Buffalo City. These
include (but are not limited to):

e increased development pressure, especially along the coastline, estuaries &
rivers;

demand for low income housing and associated services;

proliferation of informal settlements;

poor sanitation, especially informal housing and low income housing areas;
poor operational state of certain wastewater treatment infrastructure;
unlicensed and polluting waste sites;

lack of proper waste disposal facilities;

illegal industrial effluent discharges and other illegal dumping;

poor storm water management;

overgrazing on commonage and communal land.

The pressures described above have a serious impact on the state and quality of
Buffalo City’s natural environment. This results in:

e polluted water resources, including coastal waters, estuaries, rivers &
groundwater;

e polluted air;

e damage to the landscape and loss of biodiversity in sensitive coastal areas,
natural forests and other important ecosystems (thicket);

e increased invasion by alien plant species;

e erosion, particularly in the peri-urban and rural areas;

¢ loss of urban open space.

Buffalo City has an obligation and responsibility to manage the natural environment,
as detailed in the respective legislation and policy.

BUFFALO CITY MUNICIPALITY PAGE 38



INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN: REVIEW 2007/08

7.2 Institutional

In response to the legislation, Buffalo City has set up an Integrated Environmental &
Sustainable Development Unit within the IDP, PMS, IEMP & SD Department in the
City Managers office. This Unit has an overarching strategic responsibility for the
protection and management of the natural environment in Buffalo City. The Unit is
strongly supported by the following BCM departments:

e Integrated Environmental Development;
Environmental Health;
Amenities (including Marine Services);
Development Planning
Land Administration;
Waste Services;
Water and Scientific Services; and
Disaster Management

7.3 Strategic Planning

Buffalo City has completed the following strategic plans:
e Integrated Waste Management Plan;
State of the Environment Report
State of the Coastal Zone Report
State of Sanitation Report
Integrated Environmental Management Plan (IEMP)
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan (ICZMP)
Sanitation Policy & Strategy (first draft)

These strategic plans provide guidance and determine how Buffalo City fulfils its
responsibility with respect to the management and protection of the natural
environment.
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