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Fire escape planning for businesses

Fire exits are designed to provide continuous and unobstructed means of exiting out of a
building. An exiting system in any building may include intervening aisles, doors,
doorways, gates, corridors, exterior exit balconies, ramps, stairways, smoke proof
enclosures, horizontal exits, exit passageways, exit courts and yards. Required exit
doors must not be looked when a building is occupied. Escape routes should be posted
at work stations and updated when changes are made. Remind personnel to observe
the best escape route from their location. A fire drill/walk through is also a good idea and
should be done on a regular basis (at least once per year minimum).

Fire extinguishers

Portable fire extinguishes apply an "agent" that will cool burning fuel, restrict or remove
the oxygen, or interfere with the chemical reaction so the fire cannot continue to burn.
Every home should have at least one fire extinguisher. Consider where you need fire
extinguishes. Identify hazardous areas where fires are likely to start and which type of
fire would occur in each area.

Extinguishes should be kept in a handy location but remote from the anticipated fire are.
Everyone in the family should know where the extinguishers are and how to use them.

For class A fires in ordinary combustibles, such as wood, paper, cloth, upholstery,
plastics or similar materials, use water or dry chemical type extinguishers.

For class B fires fueled by flammable liquids and gases, kitchen greases, paint, oil,
kerosene or gasoline, use a dry chemical, carbon dioxide or halon extinguisher. Try and
smother the fire if it is small and in you kitchen or garage.

For class C fire involving live electrical equipment or wires, use a dry chemical, carbon
dioxide or halon extinguisher. The best way to attack this type of fire is disconnect the
electrical supply. Never apply water to any electrical fire.

An ABC fire extinguisher will extinguish all three classes of fire and is the best type to
have in your home. Check your fire extinguisher for detailed instructions on how to
operate your particular type. The minimum rating for multi-purpose use around the home
or small office is 2A:10BC.
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For class A fires in ordinary combustibles, such as wood, paper, cloth, upholstery, plastics or similar materials, use water or dry chemical type extinguishers.


For class B fires fueled by flammable liquids and gases, kitchen greases, paint, oil, kerosene or gasoline, use a dry chemical, carbon dioxide or halon extinguisher. Try and smother the fire if it is small and in you kitchen or garage.
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